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Waterbeach Parish Council News
December 2008

From the Chair of  the Parish Council

At long last planning permission has been granted
for the proposed Youth and Community building
which is to be built on the Recreation Ground next
to the Sports Pavilion. Loyal readers of Parish
Council minutes will know that it has been a long
and arduous journey for the working party and
especially for Sarah Smart our Clerk who has put
many hours into talking with the planning
department. Detailed costings are now being
obtained before we go to tender and seek funding.
Some money has already been promised but there
is a long way to go. Residents of the Parish will be
circulated with a leaflet giving some more details of
the building and asking for ideas about how they
would like to see it being used. It will also ask for
suggestions for a name for the building.

Planning permission has also been granted for a
new Groundsman’s shed near the proposed new
Sports Pavilion. It will provide safer and more
spacious storage for the equipment and materials
needed to maintain the Recreation Ground, Green,
Gault and other open spaces for which the Parish
Council is responsible. It will also provide storage
space for equipment used by the sports groups
which means that the rather unsightly containers
can be removed.

As part of the ongoing improvements to the
Recreation Ground, new fencing has been erected
round the five a side court and behind the skate-
board park. This greatly improves the appearance
of the north end of the Recreation Ground.

We do at last have one flashing 30mph sign, never
mind that a bicycle can set it flashing at about 6
mph. It does as least warn people who turn into the
village from the A10 that there is a speed limit
ahead as it continues to flash for ages once
activated. We must be thankful for small mercies
and look forward to it being ‘tweaked’ to get the
settings right. Hopefully the interactive flashing sign
warning drivers that they are going too fast near the
barracks entrance on the way out of the village will
soon be working too and perhaps we might at some
point in the foreseeable future get the promised
flashing lights in operation when the school children

are coming and going. The funding for these
projects has come from District, County and Parish
Councils, though in future the District Council will
not contribute. We applied this year for joint
funding for more dropped kerbs around the village
and to improve the footway between Whitmore
Way and the railway line. The application has been
successful; all we need now is action! Don’t expect
it to happen tomorrow!

When new houses are built the developers have to
make what is called a Section 106 agreement.
They have to make a contribution to various funds
which take into account the new development’s
additional demands on services such as roads,
schools, open recreation spaces etc. in the
community. The size of the Section 106
contribution depends on the size of the
development.
The Bannold Road development has resulted in
quite a substantial sum of money being made
available for provision for young people from pre-
school to late teens. The Parish Council held a
meeting with representatives of organisations
which involve young people and  senior officers
from the County Council’s Office of Children and
Young People’s services who are responsible for
making the decisions about how the money is
spent. As a result of this meeting some money has
been made available for the School Swimming
Pool fund and to help with some essential work to
the Scout hut. The use of the rest of the money is
still being discussed.

The very heavy rains this autumn on ground which
is already extremely waterlogged has meant that
puddles in the village have been worse than usual
and there are places where they seem to be
particularly bad. The Parish Council is trying to
build up a picture of where the problem is most
serious. If there is a place where you find that
water does not drain away well during and after
heavy rain, let the Clerk or any parish councillor

For more information about your Parish
Council, and details of important
consultations, visit
www.waterbeach.org.uk
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Contacting the Council
Your Parish Councillors are:

Jane Williamson (Chairman - 440751)
Janet Cornwell (vice-Chairman - 861276)

Alan Ball (570814)      Sheila Burke (861717) Kate Grant (511455)
William Grant     Peter Johnson (560918)  Robert Jones (862734)
Maurice Leeke (441562)   Christine Smith (507087)  Gabrielle Smith (511492)
 Michael Williamson (860899)   Adrian Wright (861846)

All phone numbers (except where stated) are area code 01223. Councillors can also be contacted by a
standard email address which is firstname.surname@waterbeach.org.uk. For example,
alan.ball@waterbeach.org.uk.
You can also contact the Clerk, Mrs. Sarah Smart at Barton Ley, Bannold Drove, Waterbeach, Cambridge,
CB25 9QQ. Tel & fax: 01223 440018, email council@waterbeach.org.uk

This publication is one of a series of Newsletters produced by Waterbeach Parish Council aiming to tell residents about what the Council does. Thanks to Waterbeach
Community Association and the distribution team of Beach News for ensuring this publication gets to every house in the village. Any views expressed are those of the
Parish Council and not of Waterbeach Community Association nor of the Beach News editorial team .

Your County and District Councillors
Cambridgeshire County Councillor (also represents Landbeach and Milton)

Michael Williamson. Tel: 01223 860899 email: michael.williamson@cambridgeshire.gov.uk
South Cambridgeshire District Councillors (also represent Landbeach)

James Hockney Tel: 01223 861419 email: cllr.hockney@scambs.gov.uk
Peter Johnson  Tel: 01223 560918 email: cllr.johnson@scambs.gov.uk

know so that we can add it to our list (if it is
not already on it). We are trying to see
whether anything can be done by the
various agencies involved with maintaining
drainage waterways to improve the runoff of
water from the highways and low lying land.

If you are a dog walker,
please keep your dog on
a lead on the Recreation
Ground which is there as
a valued resource for the
whole village.
This helps to prevent
fouling which, if it is not
cleared away, can be very unpleasant and a
serious health hazard for people using the
area for sports activities. It is also for the
safety of other members of the public, some
of whom feel very threatened by free running
dogs. Free running dogs shooting through
the gaps in the hedge separating the Rec
from Carr Dyke are in danger of causing
accidents as horse riders and vehicles
cannot see them coming.
Remember - it is illegal for a dog walker
to let his or her dog foul in a public place.

Jane Williamson

This year the library will be closed from December 24th to
December 31st inclusive. The last 2008 session will be
December 22nd and the first day of opening in 2009 will be
January 2nd. Your books will automatically have an extended
borrowing period if the return date would have fallen during
the “closed” period.

After 5 years of hard work two regular volunteers are retiring.
Our thanks go to Betty Jones and Nan Hutchinson who have
been stalwarts on Friday afternoons providing cheerful faces,
helpful advice and coping with the flood of eager users
during the afternoon.  Betty has also helped in many other
ways, filling in for other volunteers, masterminding the
regular book changes and being an email contact for CCC
information.  Hopefully they will now have a little more free
time to borrow and read even more books and we hope to
continue to see them regularly as users.

We still need some more regular volunteers, particularly
people who could help on Wednesday evenings or Friday
afternoons.  We provide “on the job” training, the basic
system is easy to use and experienced volunteers can sort
out any problems.  If you would be interested in helping as a
library volunteer please contact Sarah Smart (440018) or
Kate Grant (511455), or talk to any of the volunteers on duty.


